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Leadership

PRAYER AND CARE AND YOU

From Pastor Mackay

Often the mightiest load is borne far from
the view of a casual observer. | think of giant
suspension bridges that hold soaring roadways.
Their towers are iconic to the cities where they
stand yet they depend upon the anchor points of
the massive cables located underground. When
giant earth-moving machines tote tons of ore, it
is the explosion of diesel fuel deep within the
engine, far below the brightly painted exterior,
that makes the monsters move.

So it is in the church. Much of our ministry takes
place publicly. We want the Word and
sacrament to be as visible as possible! Yet, if
God is to bless us with success, we must have
an unseen army besieging God’s throne of grace
in prayer. God wants us to pray to Him. He
loves us, and wants to be in the communion of
which prayer is an integral part.

For a very long time, part of this mighty work
has been carried out each week in the Church
Library. We call it “Prayer and Care,” and while
it normally motors along relatively unseen, | want
to shine a well-deserved light on this ministry. |
want us to give thanks for the Lord’s provision of
such prayer warriors for so many years. | want
you to think whether God

may be calling you to
take up arms with
these brothers and
sisters.

On the first Tuesday of
each month, Prayer and
Care gathers first of all to
pray. They maintain a list
with many names that
keeps many people
before the throne of
grace. They also help us
support our missionaries
with cards for their
birthdays. This kind of
consistency no doubt
brings forth grace upon
grace. Jesus
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encouraged his disciples to “always...pray and
not

lose heart,” with the parable of a persistent
widow (Luke 18). Our Prayer and Care is a
picture of her perseverance.

Now, for your opportunity to be involved. In the
last 5 months, three saints who have played a
big role in the long history of Prayer and Care
have been called to Heaven. So, who will follow
after them? Particularly, the group is looking for
someone to handle administrative work:
updating the prayer list, printing mailing labels,
etc. If you'd like to be a part of this work, talk to
me or to Carole Miller.

Too often prayer retreats to the back burner of
our discipleship. It becomes occasional, rote,
and half-hearted. Now, our hope is not in the
“strength” of our prayers, but in the One to
whom we pray. However, let’s work together to
be regularly before His throne. I'd love to talk
with you about countless aids to help you pray,
about our monthly Wednesday night prayer
meeting, or about anything to help you grow in
this crucial area.

Pastor Mackay

PRAYER FOCuUS

JUNE 1~ Ben & Trish Alexander

JUNE 8- Synod

JUNE 15~ Father’s Day & Quest

JUNE 22~ Horizon

JUNE 29 - Dr. Teresa Irwin, Vince Treadway, FPC Music Ministry

JULY 6~ Independence Day/USA

JULY 13- Ministry of Reconciliation/Relationships
JULY 20~ Lake Wales Care Center / Work Camp

JULY 27 - Mark Markham, Church Administrator
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Pray for Pastor Mackay as

U DCO m ‘ ﬂ g he serves as the Horizon

Sermon Series conference speaker at
Bonclarken.
Summer June 23-27
Beginning June 15 The theme this year is
Titus Union with Christ.
Horizon brings together high
Fall school students from across
1 Corinthians our denomination for a

week of Biblical teaching,
discipleship, and fellowship.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The elders of First Presbyterian Church meet monthly on the fourth Tuesday. The following are
highlights from the meeting on May 27, 2025.

« Prayers were made on behalf of the congregation.

« An Inquirer’s Supper is scheduled for July 17.

« The Discipleship Committee reported:
« "Children’s Sunday School is on hiatus for June and July. Families with children are
encouraged to attend any Adult Small Group, including the Hub in Fellowship Hall

 Pastor Myers will teach a combined “breather” small group series entitled “Jarred by Jesus”
this July. All ages are welcome to attend.

« The Stewardship and Finance Committee reported:

As of 4/30/25 Budget YTD Difference

Income: Member $298,342 $300,901 -$2,559
Contributions

Income: Reserve $184,750 $71,917 $112,833
Dispersement

Income: Other $16,355 $14,366 $1,989
TOTAL Income $499,447 $387,184 $112,262
TOTAL Expense $395,695 $385,519 -$10,176

OPERATING BALANCE 4/30/25: $202,144

TOTAL CASH 4/30/25: $919,433
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Discipleship

KEEPING THE EMBERS ORANGE!

From Pastor Myers

Recapping the First Annual
Orange Blossom Banquet
Pictures on page 10

On Wednesday, May 7th, we honored our
graduating high school seniors with the

first annual FPCLW Orange Blossom Banquet at
our fellowship night for our mid-week
Discipleship Program, Rock on Wednesday. This
was a truly great night of discipleship and
encouragement for our families and for our
church.

There are so many things to say around this time
of year, especially for the

graduating students and their families, but here |
just would like to say THANK YOU!

Thank you, Walker Kirkpatrick, for the vision,
passion and determination you had from as early
as last September to bring OBB1 to fruition.
Thank you, FPCLW Discipleship committee, for
the support and encouragement you constantly
give as we seek to minister to our families and
students.

Thank you Cindy Nelson, Tori Kirkpatrick,
Fox&Elaine Rawlings and many others

for the hard work you put in for the decorations
that gave the fellowship hall such a classy
ambiance. Thank you Chuck Loveless for the
delicious steak dinner and all the countless hours
you’ve put in for Rock on Wednesday meal prep
this whole ministry year. Thank you, Pastor
Mackay, for your faithful ministry to each of us,
showing us the Father’s love, and for your charge
on May 7th.

But most of all, | want to thank you, Reese, Silas,
Hailey, Gracie, Caleb and Jaden

and your families for your faithful presence at
FPCLW. We praise God for the steps you have
taken with us in walking by faith in Christ. My
prayer for you is that you would know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge and that you
would keep the embers orange as you follow the
Lord into the next chapter of your lives. We’re
here for you!s

Children’s Sunday School Update
We are pausing on Children's Sunday School for June and
July. This break is a great opportunity for families to grow
together through intergenerational ministry.

In June, families are invited to attend any Adult Discipleship
Group together. If you're unsure where to go, head to The
Hub in Fellowship Hall.

In July, everyone is welcome in the Fellowship Hall for the
Breather Series—"Jarred by Jesus” - led by Pastor Myers.

Let's look forward to growing together as a church family this
summer!
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VBS 2025: Day 1

THe& RING
1S COMING!
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Jarred by Jegug

Primer for FPCLW’s July 2025 “Breather” Series

If there’s one thing which Jesus did NOT
come to do, it was to maintain the world’s
status quo. If you have received the true
Jesus into your life, do not expect to

confine Him into one corner so that he might
not rock the boat. If it is the true Jesus who
dwells in your heart by faith, he will make
waves. He will jarr you. He may even upset
or offend you for your own good.

Take just a sampling of the following sayings,
for instance. Hear them as if for
the first time:

“If anyone does not hate his father or mother,

he is not worthy of me,”

“Make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth,” “the last shall be first
and the first last.”

Believe it or not, all of these are things that
Jesus Christ actually said. If they are

jarring to us, then they are performing part of
their purpose. What is Jesus saying in
these? Should we hate our relatives? Should
we utilize unrighteous wealth to gain friends?
Didn’t Jesus also say “you cannot serve God

and money”? What does Jesus mean by “the

last shall be first and the first last”?

Jesus Christ came to build and to rule a
Heavenly Kingdom on earth, a Kingdom

which is in diametrical opposition to the fallen

and cursed world which we now inhabit. If
we are disciples of Jesus Christ, we realize
with C.S. Lewis that although the light of
glory is shining, we still live in “enemy-
occupied territory” on this side of eternity.
Living as Jesus’ disciples, therefore, is
something which often seems counter-
intuitive, strange and uncomfortable.

Join us this July for FPCLW’s combined Adult

discipleship “breather” teaching series
“darred by Jesus” from 11:15am to noon.
During the month of July, our adult
discipleship groups will take a break and we
will all join together in the fellowship hall to
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consider some of Jesus’ most Jarring
sayings.

This series will give us a deeper
understanding of what it means to be a
citizen of heaven while on earth (Phil 3:20)
and it will equip us to become more salt and
light in our day to day lives as we bear
witness to the hope that is within us. All are
welcome and refreshments will be provided.

The schedule
for teaching is
as follows:

JULY 6

Jarred by Jesus: Money
Luke 16:1-13

JULY 13

Jarred by Jesus: Politics
Mark 12:13-17

JULY 20

Jarred by Jesus: Family Relationships
Luke 14:25-33

JULY 27

Jarred by Jesus: Salvation
Matthew 20:1-16
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Music Ministry

IMAGO DEI!

From Dr. Teresa lrwin

Our NEW church website includes a fabulous
philosophy of music section. Below is the
second of three sections.

Imago Dei
The Image of God!

“God created man in His own image,” (Gen. 1:27)
and as Christians it is our desire to live every
moment of our lives recognizing and glorifying
God as our Holy, Sovereign, Creator, and
Redeemer. We are blessed to be His children
made in His image. We are instructed to “present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, Holy and
acceptable unto God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of
God, what is good an acceptable and perfect.”
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(Romans 12:1-2) His Word tells us, “Do not love
the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
Him.” (I John 2:15) Our music should never
reflect the pagan practices in the world in which
we live, because they walk, “in the futility of their
minds. They are darkened in their understanding,
alienated from the life of God because of the
ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of
heart.” (Eph. 4:17-19) “For the grace of God has
appeared, bringing salvation for all people,
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” (Titus
2:11-13)

Blessings!
Teresa n

We would like to thank
our church family for their
amazing support and
encouragement which
enabled us to bring this
very special offering to
our community, and most
importantly, to our
wonderful Lord! Praise
God from whom all
blessings flow!

-Cast of Lost Boy: Young
Jesus in the Temple
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Family Ministry

will take a break until August and September.

WORDS FROM WALKER Youth Sunday School will take a break for the

months of June and July but will resume in

Happy Summer Everyone! August. Whereas our Youth Group on Sunday
nights will wrap up on June 8th and won'’t start

Graduation stages have been walked, bathing back up until late August/early September. Our

suits have been bought (or brought out of ROW Youth Bible

storage), and the ever-present scorching sun is Study will start back up on September 10th!

here to remind us that summer is upon

us! Please keep the youth and the leaders in
constant prayer as we have a loaded

But before | jump into what is ahead of us, | schedule and so much to look forward to!

want to say thank you to every one of you

who were able to attend the Orange Blossom Thanks and God Bless,

Banquet this past month! | have received Walker K. »

so much encouragement, and even just seeing
so many of you there supporting our

students means the world

to me. So, thank youl!

With the summer ahead,
many things are brought to
the table for our Student
Ministries

here at FPCLW! Right off
the bat many of our youth
will be helping with VBS.
They will

be serving in a variety of
ways, helping with classes,
recreation, crafts, music,
skits, and

more! Then a few weeks
later we will be at
Bonclarken with our middle
and high school

students for Quest and
Horizon. In July we will
jump into our 3 rd annual
Cardboard

Regatta! This will be on
July 13 th and all are
invited! More details to
come! Following that

we will attend SAHWC at
Camp HEART! So, as you
can see, we are going to
be quite

busy!

With that in mind, know
that our regular meetings
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L to R: Reese Lassiter, Gracie Berkau,
Walker & Tori, Jayden Yoemans, Hailey Hunt

2025 Graduate Gracie Berkau
and her family.

2025 Graduate Hailey Hunt and
her family.

2025 Graduate Jayden Yeomans’
and his family.

2025 Graduate Reese Lassiter

2025 Graduate Silas Coker’s family and her family.

plus Pastor Myers and Walker
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MILESTONE

CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYS

June 4, Angie Crews
June 5, Scott Crews

June 6, Karen Montgomery
June 7, David McKeeman
June 7, Judson Seay
June 9, Susannah Rawlings
June 10, Kim Duncan
June 12, John Matteson
June 13, Charlee DuBois
June 13, Emil Jahna

June 14, Cindy Henry
June 14, Ellis Hunt Sr.
June 16, Sandra Bryan
June 16, Pearl Oliszewski
June 17, John Dubois
June 17, Tony Woods
June 18, Roberta Cain
June 19, Adam Steverson
June 20, Cindy Caldwell
June 21, Loretta Borglund
June 27, Fran Hanrahan
June 28, Daniel Hunt
June 30, Rhett Nelson
June 30, Chelsea Smith

July 1, Keaton Konhl

July 1, Kevin Kohl

July 2, Pat Frankenburger
July 5, Maggie C. Hixenbaugh
July 5, Victoria Stevenson
July 6, Whitney Brewer
July 6, Tom Galloway
July 7, Chip Carter

July 7, Caroline Swanson
July 8, Bob Brookes

July 8, Doug Pace

July 10, Becky Jahna
July 13, Bob Meeker

July 17, Cash Cockrell
July 17, Alison Freeland
July 17, Faith Treadway
July 17, Jackson Wunker
July 20, Chuck Loveless
July 21, Jack Brandies
July 21, James Ebel

July 23, Wanda Bryan
July 25, David K Nelson
July 25, June Ullman
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July 26, Charlotte Nelson
July 28, Ellen Horn

July 28, David Nelson
July 29, Carol Bourdette
July 29, Charlie Henry

August 2, Dottie Bailey
August 2, Tom Freeland
August 3, Steve Sorensen
August 7, Shelly DiNunzio
August 7, Michael Kahler
August 7, Marie Steensma
August 8, Keith Steverson
August 9, Ann Story
August 10, Kathryn Bielawa
August 10, Amy Crews
August 10, Tom Konhl
August 13, Margo McCollum
August 12, Rory Brewer
August 14, MJ O’Reilly
August 15, Ellis Hunt, Jr.
August 17, Kathy Gibson
August 18, John Baust
August 22, Dan Miller
August 23, Shay Hixenbaugh
August 24, Nancy Ayers
August 24, Bob Hulen
August 27, Dave Falk

ANNIVERSARIES

Gail & Pat Frankenburger, June 2
Patty & David McKeeman
Roberta & Luke Cain, June 8

Jill & Scott Smith, June 14
Debbie & Doug Pace, June 26

Maria & Jeff Herman, July 1
Diana & Jim Smith, July 13
Julia & Michael Berkau, July 24
Lynne & Bob Hulen, July 29
Joyce & Carl McCollum, July 29

Faith & Vince Treadway, August 2
Dawn & Rob McCollum, August 8
Ashley & Jake Cockrell, August 9
Lori & Chuck Loveless, August 18
Ellen & Ronald Horn, August 19
Kay & Jim Weaver, August 20
Janice & Jack Brandies, August 22
Diana & Charles Schmidt, August 25
Julie & Jimmy Seay, August 27
Susan & James Ebel, August 29
Patty & David Falk, August 29

Debbie and Doug Pace traveled to
Alabama for Venada Peeples’

100th birthday celebration!
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First Presbyterian Church of Lake Wales
16 N 3rd St, Lake Wales, FL 33853

Phone: 863.676.0711
fpclw.org

CHURCH

OFFICERS

ELDERS

2025
Tony Woods
Jim Underwood

2027

Chuck Loveless
Willard Pearce
Fox Rawlings

2026
Stewart Hurst 2028
Ed Lamb Frank Hunt
Jimmy Seay Scott Crews
DEACONS
2025 2027
June Ullman Bob Hulen
Cindy Turner John Dubois
Karen Steverson
2026

Aaron Nelson

Moderator: Rev. Mackay Smith

Clerk of Session: Tony Woods
Chairman of Deacons: Aaron Nelson
Deacon Secretary: June Ullman

Chm. of the Congregation: Jim Weaver
Treasurer: Daniel Hunt

Asst. Treasurer: Michelle Hurst

12

(863) 676 - 0711

www.Fpclw.org

16 N 3rd St, Lake Wales, FL 33853


http://www.Fpclw.org

