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Leadership

KINGS OF OLD

From Pastor Mackay

O Lord our God, other lords besides you have ruled
over us, but your name alone we bring to
remembrance. They are dead, they will not live;
they are shades, they will not arise; to that end you
have visited them with destruction and wiped out all
remembrance of them.

-Isaiah 26:13-14.

Do you know the name of the Pharaoh at the time
of the Exodus? Who threatened Abraham’s future
by claiming Sarah (Abraham’s wife) for himself?
How about the emperor who took the Israelites into
exile? Any guesses?

Today, these names are rarely more than frustrating
material for a seminary mid-term, or the domain of
scholars. Their power is gone. Their legacies are
dead. They are particles in the dustbin of human
history. But, imagine, in their day, how much

terror these rulers threatened to strike into the
hearts of God’s people.

The specters of mighty empires constantly
bedeviled the people of God in the prophet
|saiah’s day. We read in Isaiah 36ff of the great
Sennacherib, the Assyrian emperor, whose
forces surrounded Jerusalem in the days of King
Hezekiah. God’s people seemed, on a human
level, a gaggle of helpless hillbillies companied
to the mighty Assyria.

And, so it was often the case for the people of
God. God’s righteous judgment used the
kingdoms of the world to threaten, chastise, and
eventually crush his rebellious people. Isaiah’s
prophecy looks ahead to such dark times.

By God’s Spirit, thankfully, Isaiah is able to see
beyond God’s use of kings to see the final
triumph of God, the Eternal King. Chapter 26 is
a beautiful picture of a restored Jerusalem, that
now sees the entire world streaming into it to
praise the One True God. This city is
permanently secure, with the faithful enjoying
God’s permanent protection, and the prideful
finally defeated (v.1-9).

And, so, here, in v 13-14, the people of God
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celebrate that even though they faced wicked rulers
in the past, God has always providentially reigned
in goodness and grace over them. The legacies of
these mighty masters are over; even their memory
is washed from the earth. As such, the people of
God gather to celebrate no human master, but to
“bring to remembrance” the name of the Lord.

As Christians, we can be tempted to obsess over
those God places in power over us, and the effect
they may have on the visible church of Jesus
Christ. Even the best human leaders are sinners,
and fail greatly in some way. Let us, then, learn the
lesson of the New Jerusalem. What name should
we set before our minds and hearts when we
gather? A name that will one day be historical trivia
and nothing more? No. We have the joy of setting
the name of the Lord before us, and rejoicing in his
eternal glory and fame as we worship. =

BEHOLD, THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF

JUDAH, THE ROOT OF DAVID, HAS
CONQUERED

Pevelaen 55
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The elders of First Presbyterian Church meet monthly on the fourth Tuesday. The following are highlights
from the meeting on July 23, 2024.

- Prayer was given for our the needs of our congregation and the ministries of our church. Elders prayed
particularly for members on their Shepherd Lists.

- Rev. Smith updated the Session on a newly designed church website that will be ready soon.

- Representatives from the Buildings and Grounds committee gave an update on ongoing campus
maintenance projects. See below.

- The Discipleship Committee reported on Parents Night Out, scheduled for August 9th; and children’s
Sunday School, which restarts on August 4th.

- The Evangelism Committee is supporting a staff member of the PAK7 Christian media ministry in
Pakistan. This World Witness cooperative partner produces and airs Christian programming.

- The Administration and Personnel committee is beginning work on upcoming openings for
Administrative Staff.

- The Stewardship and Finance committee reported (as of June 30), the operating account balance is
$105,805. Giving is at 45% for the
year, which is in line with the
previous three years.

PRAYER FOCUS

- The Session heard a report

from the ARP General Synod
2024. AUGUST 4 - Elders, Deacons, Church Leadership

AUGUST 11 -~ School Start
AUGUST 18 - Evangelism
AUGUST 25 =~ Adult Small Groups, Children’s Sunday School

- Terms for the lease of office
space to Heartland Christian
Counseling center were
approved. =
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Campus Maintenance
Update
July 25, 2024

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Welcome Heartland Christian Counseling Center!

The Session has agreed to terms to rent office
space to the Heartland Christian Counseling Center,
a ministry of Heartland Christian Church in Winter
Haven. A Heartland counselor will hold office hours
in our facility during the week, serving clients with
Christian counseling services.

No doubt you have seen construction on
and around our campus in the last few
months. It’s a joy to update you on our
progress, as shared by the Buildings and
Grounds committee with Session this month,
and share what else you will be seeing in the
months ahead.

Kirkpatrick Home (Park Ave.)

« Significant roof work is ongoing to repair leaks, with interior work to fix water damage. This project
should wrap in the next few weeks.

Nelson Hall

* Work around the building to improve water control continues (gutter repair and fixing damage behind
failed gutters).

* Roof work will soon begin along south wing to replace 25 year old asphalt shingles with a standing
seam metal roof.

* Ridge caps will be placed on slate roofs to increase water-resistance and lengthen life of roof.

Sanctuary Building

- Stained-glass window covering repair, plaster repair (water damage), and closing a basement-level
door (due to leaks) is complete.

* Ridge caps on slate roof (see above)

» Sewage leak in basement classroom repair

Family Life Center

* Leak repair and wall replacement (due to water damage/mold) in the Director of Student Ministry office
* Replacement of one A/C unit for the Gym

* Replacement of malfunctioning alarm system

As you can see, each one of these projects is “due,” and necessary to faithfully steward the beautiful
campus God has given us as a tool for our ministry. | am beyond grateful to share with you that all of
this work is being completed with cash on hand, and our ministry will continue unabated. Truly God is
good to give us just what we need at the right time.

| want to express my personal gratitude for the hard work of Maria Herman, Bob Hulen, John DuBois,
Dan Miller, and the Buildings and Grounds committee. God has blessed us greatly with hard-working
people to help us.

Would you pray, first, in thanksgiving for the Lord’s provision? Also, pray that these stewardship efforts
will enable us to faithfully continue our mission of Worship, Discipleship, Evangelism, and Servanthood.

For the Session, and in Christ,
Mackay =
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Discipleship

THE GOODNESS OF DIVINE INEFFICIENCY:
AN EXHORTATION FOR THE 2024-2025
DIsCIPLESHIP YEAR AT FPCLW

From Pastor Myers

Sometimes, actually, you can judge a book by its
cover. By that, | don’t mean that we should judge
the quality of a human being based solely on that
person’s physical appearance or on one
interaction. | mean, literally, sometimes we can
judge a book by its cover. The title, subtitle or
cover art of a book can be so
good that it sparks a good deal of
food for thought.

This happened to me a couple
weeks ago. While visiting Pastor
Mackay’s office, | saw a book title
which absolutely caught my
attention and got me thinking as |
look ahead to the 2024-2025
academic year of Family
Discipleship at FPCLW. The title
of the book was something along
the lines of “Discipleship: Long
Obedience in the Same Direction”
and even two weeks later, it is a
title that has been stuck in my
head. Why does this book title
interest me so much, and why
should it interest you as well?

One major reason | find the idea

of “Long Obedience in the Same Direction” to be
helpful when it comes to discipleship is because
we live in a culture which casts doubt on the very
idea of obedience. Concepts like obedience,
submission, behaving honorably etc. run counter
to our modern culture’s obsession with
authenticity without roots and expressive
individualism. But this is not the Lord’s way.

God is absolutely in favor of us living an authentic
life, of us living a fulfilled life. But the way to have
such a fulfilled life is not to live life according to
our own terms. It’s to live life according to God’s
terms, keeping in step with his Spirit as we read
and apply what the Spirit has written for us in
scripture.

The second reason | find the idea of “Long
Obedience in the Same Direction” helpful is
because it is an antidote to the modern tendency
towards impatience. In a technologically advanced

society such as ours, there is often a
high premium placed on efficiency
and speed, on tight deadlines and
milking as much production out of
the proverbial “clock” as possible.
And while, certainly, it is good to “improve the
time” as Paul writes in Ephesians 5:16, at the
same time we need to be careful that we not treat
God as though he needs to meet our deadlines.

God is always at work for good. God is among us.
But God also wears his own watch and,
oftentimes, God brings about his
good purposes in ways that
confound human wisdom and
contradict humanity’s sense of
“timeliness” or “efficiency.”

Here’s what John Piper says,
“God is not efficient. God is in the
business of showing off God. He
is not in the business of looking
for the straightest line between A
and B. He’s looking for detours
on which he can take his people
and bring them out into stunning
surprises of praise for his
awesome displays of wonder.
Every detour in your life is meant
for that.” All | can say to that is
“Amen!”

| am very excited for this year of
Family Discipleship at FPCLW. |
know that the Lord has many
good works which he has prepared for us to do
and that he will grow us in love and grace. But |
issue this exhortation to you: expect the
unexpected! Do not put God on the clock or give
God a list of quotas that he needs to reach.
Realize that God is always at work behind the
scenes and that his purposes are often mysterious
to us. Some of God’s purposes for the events of
our lives will not be revealed to us on this side of

glory.

How should this affect our ministry? It should
make us all the more Heavenly-minded (in the
healthy sense of the concept). It should give us
encouragement to know that our Father who is in
Heaven is also the grand weaver of our lives on
Earth. Be patient. Don’t lose heart. Fear not
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ROCK DN MEDNESDAYS

Wednesdays in Fellowship Hall

Program Rotation
1st Wednesday - Potluck and Family Fellowship

2nd Wednesday - Breakout Night & ROW Kidz

3rd Wednesday - Hymn Sing and Prayer Meeting

4th Wednesday - Bible Study & ROW Kids

5th Wednesday - ROW will NOT meet on 5th Wednesdays.

Begins

SEPT 11

Get Involved?
Ask Pastor Myers

Interested in helping?
As with all our
children’s
programming,
volunteers must go
through FPCLW’s
volunteer registration
process.

Any questions please
direct to Walker
Kirkpatrick
((walker@fpclw.org))

Magic Show provided
by Mark Markham
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WELCOME!

From Dr. Teresa Irwin

Greetings Church Family!

We have all heard the adage, “home is where the

heart is,” well, | can say that | found out where my
home is when | met my dear brothers and sisters

at First Presbyterian Church of Lake Wales. | was

only with you for a short time, but after departing,
| found myself missing you terribly!

First Presbyterian has a rich spiritual heritage of
worship that is based on the foundation of God’s
Holy Word, and | am humbled to be called to
continue this tradition with you, as together we
seek to worship and serve our Lord Jesus Christ
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength!

Love in Christ,
Dr. Teresa Irwin n
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WORDS FROM WALKER

From Walker Kirkpatrick

Happy August everybody!

As the summer draws to a close | know that brings a
sigh of angst from some (particularly the youth) and
a sigh of relief from others (typically their parents).
Whichever way you lean it has still been a great
summer!

As a youth program we have had a summer full of
trips, camps, youth groups, game nights, family fun
days, a baby, and more! All of this has been great,
but as we wrap up the summer calendar, | want to
give a quick update on all that will be resuming once
we hit August.

First, we will start back up our Youth
Sunday School, Youth Groups (weekly),
and our Youth Bible Study. In Youth
Group we will be starting up a very
applicable and interesting study. It is
based off of a book by Rebecca
McLaughlin entitled “10 Questions Every
Teen Should Ask (and Answer) about
Christianity”. This book will help guide
us through answering a lot of tough
questions dealing with diversity,
abortion, morality, marriage, and so
much more.

Also, in the month of August we will
begin having our Youth Bible Study. This
typically takes place on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of our ROW program. We
will jJump back in once the school year
gets up and going. This will be starting
weekly from Aug. 14 through Aug. 28
from 6:00pm-7:30pm (Dinner Provided).

Look at the below calendar for a few
more events and gatherings on the
youth calendar,as well as pictures from
this summer full of ministry!

Thanks so much and God Bless!

God Bless!
Walker =
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Parent’s

Sunday School Night
Youth Group Out
Milk & Cooki
'K & LO0KISS Bible Study
Sunday School Py
Youth Group G
Sunday School Bible Study

Youth Group

Sunday School _
Youth Group Bible Study

High School Conference: Horizon 2024

Family Day:

Cardboard Regatta
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MILESTONE
CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYS

August 2, Dottie Bailey
August 2, Tom Freeland
August 3, Steve Sorensen
August 7, Shelly DiNunzio
August 7, Michael Kahler
August 7, Marie Steensma
August 8, Keith Steverson
August 9, Ann Story
August 10, Kathryn Bielawa
August 10, Amy Crews
August 10, Tom Kohl
August 13, Margo McCollum
August 12, Rory Brewer
August 14, MJ O’Reilly
August 15, Ellis Hunt, Jr.
August 16, Lisa Portwood
August 17, Kathy Gibson
August 17, Abigail Roe
August 18, John Baust
August 22, Dan Miller
August 23, Shay Hixenbaugh
August 24, Nancy Ayers
August 24, Bob Hulen
August 27, Dave Falk
August 28, Linda Reeves
August 29, Virginia Okie
August 29, Ryan Paros
August 29, Hayes Seay
August 30, Dick Miller
August 30, Cindy Nelson
August 31, Larry Oliszewski

ANNIVERSARIES

Faith & Vince Treadway, August 2
Dawn & Rob McCollum, August 8
Ashley & Jake Cockrell, August 9
Lori & Chuck Loveless, August 18
Ruth & Milo Miller, August 18

Ellen & Ronald Horn, August 19
Kay & Jim Weaver, August 20
Janice & Jack Brandies, August 22
Diana & Charles Schmidt, August 25
Julie & Jimmy Seay, August 27
Susan & James Ebel, August 29
Patty & David Falk, August 29
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First Presbyterian Church of Lake Wales
16 N 3rd St, Lake Wales, FL 33853
Phone: 863.676.0711

fpclw.org
CHURCH
OFFICERS
ELDERS
2024 2026
Daniel Hunt Stewart Hurst
David Nelson Ed Lamb
Andy Hunt Jimmy Seay
2025 2027
Tony Woods Chuck Loveless

Jim Underwood Willard Pearce
Fox Rawlings

DEACONS
2024 2026
Leah Gibson Aaron Nelson
Dan Miller
2025
June Ullman
Cindy Turner

Moderator: Rev. Mackay Smith

Clerk of Session: David Nelson
Chairman of Deacons: Dan Miller
Deacon Secretary:

Chm. of the Congregation: Jim Weaver
Treasurer: Michelle Hurst

Asst. Treasurer: Daniel Hunt
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